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HOUSE BI LL 2176

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Boldt, Ahern, MMhan, Crouse and Schi ndl er

Read first tine 02/28/2003. Referred to Conmmittee on Juvenile
Justice & Famly Law

AN ACT Relating to reaffirmng and protecting the institution of
marri age; anmendi ng RCW 26. 04. 020; creating new sections; and providing
for subm ssion of this act to a vote of the people.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act shall be known and cited as the
Washi ngton state defense of marriage act.

Sec. 2. RCW26.04.020 and 1998 ¢ 1 s 4 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Marriages in the follow ng cases are prohibited:

(a) When either party thereto has a wife or husband living at the
time of such marri age;

(b) Wen the husband and wife are nearer of kin to each other than
second cousins, whether of the whole or half blood conmputing by the
rules of the civil law, or

(c) Wien the parties are persons other than a nale and a femal e.

(2) It is unlawmful for any man to marry his father's sister,
not her's sister, daughter, sister, son's daughter, daughter's daughter,
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brother's daughter or sister's daughter; it is unlawful for any wonman
to marry her father's brother, nother's brother, son, brother, son's
son, daughter's son, brother's son or sister's son.

(3) A marriage between two persons that is recognized as valid in
another jurisdictionis validinthis state only if the marriage i s not
prohi bi ted ((e+—rade—unlawtul)) under subsection (1)(a)((—H)) or (c)
of this section, or unlawful under subsection (2) of this section.

(4 The wuniting of two persons in a nonnarital donestic
relationship, including a civil union, donestic partnership, or other
simlar relationship when the persons are other than a male and a
female is not valid in this state, and such a uniting of two persons
recogni zed as valid in another jurisdiction is not recognized as valid
inthis state.

(5) A person in a nonnarital donestic relationship shall not
gualify for, or receive, any spousal, famlial, or marital benefit,
privilege, advantage, or entitlenent, or any equivalent thereof, that
is paid for, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, with public
funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health, norals, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The provisions of this act are to be
liberally construed to effectuate the policies and purposes of this
act. In the event of conflict between this act and any ot her provision
of law, the provisions of this act shall govern.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. The secretary of state shall submt this act
to the people for their adoption and ratification, or rejection, at the
next general election to be held in this state, in accordance wth
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1 Article I'l, section 1 of the state Constitution and the | aws adopted to
2 facilitate its operation.

~-- END ---
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